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Petition Campaign to Stop Political Killings in the Philippines
1 October — 30" November 2006

"No-one deserves to die for their political aftiliation”
--- From Amnesty Press Release ASA 35/008/2006

The number of political killings in the Philippines has
increased over recent years. According to various
reports, there were at least 51 killings in the first six
months of 2006 compared to 66 in the whole of 2005.
People targeted are political activists associated with
leftist or left-oriented groups, human rights defenders,
church workers, leaders of peasant and labor

organizations, lawyers, and journalists.

The killings follow a pattern-unidentified men shooting
activists before escaping on a motorcycle-and have
the context of an intensified
Although the
government of the Philippines denies its involvement,

taken place in
counter-insurgency operation.
many credible reports indicate that members of the
security forces have been directly or indirectly involved
in the attacks.

Investigations rarely lead to the charge, arrest, or
prosecution of the murderers. Of the 114 Kkillings
recorded since 2001 by Task Force Usig, the police
have arrested suspects in just three cases, and no
convictions have been reported. A long-existing failure
to prosecute and convict those suspected of human
rights violations contributes to a climate of impunity.

Since President Arroyo declared the current State of
Emergency in February 2006, the Government of the
Philippines has been labeling legal political opposition
as directly linked to communist armed groups. There is
now a growing concern that the government's
declaration of "all-out war" on the Communists will
further increase the number of extrajudicial executions.

Join the Global Campaign to

Stop Political Killings!

Local and international NGOs including Amnesty
International are demanding that the Government of
the Philippines addresses these political killings.
Concrete measures and political will are essential to
protect freedom of political expression and individual
lives in the Philippines.

NGOs in Japan have started a joint petition campaign,
demanding that President Arroyo acts to stop further
political killings. The collected petition will be handed
or sent to government officials on or around
International Human Rights Day, 10th December 2006.

Use your freedom to protect human rights in
the Philippines!

Copy the petition form and ask people to join the campaign.
Send the signatures, by the end of November 2006, to:

Sonoko Kawakami

Amnesty International Japan

2-2-4F Kanda-NIshiki-cho, Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 101-0054 JAPAN

TEL:+81-3-3518-6777 FAX:+81-3-3518-6778

This petition campaign in Japan is organized by:
Amnesty International Japan
Campaign for Future of Filipino Children (CFFC)

E-mail: stoptorture@amnesty.or.jp

Citizens' Group to review the "50th Anniversary of the Philippines and Japan Friendship"

Friends of the Earth Japan
The National Christian Council in Japan
WAYAWAYA




President Arroyo must ensure an end to political killings

President
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
Republic of the Philippines

Dear President,

We, the undersigned, express our grave concern about the increased number of political killings targeting

members of legitimate leftist organizations, church workers, journalists, lawyers, and other social activists.

According to various reports, including one by Amnesty International, these attacks have common
features .The failure to conduct effective investigations, arrests, prosecutions and convictions of those responsible has
apparently led to a climate of impunity.

Although we welcome your condeming the killings of activists in your address to the nation last July, we are
very concerned that your government's declaration of "all-out war" against communists has increased extrajudicial
executions. We therefore call on you to:

- Condemn all political killings consistently and at every level of government.

- Prohibit orders from superior officials or public authorities authorizing, inciting, or tacitly encouraging other
persons to carry out unlawful killings.
- Prohibit and disband any “death squads”, private armies, vigilantes, criminal gangs and paramilitary forces

operating outside the chain of command but with official support or acquiescence.

- Ensure that all complaints and reports of political killings are investigated promptly, impartially and effectively.

- Ensure that those responsible for political killings are brought to justice in accordance with international standards.
- Take action to fully implement the Witness Protection, Security and Benefit Act (RA6981) in order to guarantee the
safety of witnesses who testify in court.

We finally request you to invite UN experts to visit your country, in particular the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial

and Summary Executions.

Respectfully Yours,

Name(EK4)

City (#R1)

Country (E)

Signature (B 4)




